
USS Remora (SS-487)
Tench Class Submarine: Laid down, 5 March 1945, at Portsmouth Navy Yard, Kittery, ME; Launched,
12 July 1945; Commissioned USS Remora (SS-487), 3 January 1946. 
Completed shakedown in Caribbean, then operated out of New London, CT as a training vessel until 
transiting the Panama Canal and reporting to the Mare Island Naval Shipyard at Vallejo, CA on 14 
February 1947 for a GUPPY II modification. Included in the upgrade was Snorkel equipment; an 
Electronic Support Measures (ESM) package and a "step" sail to improve underwater speed. On 8 June 
1950, the Remora joined the U. S. Seventh Fleet in the western Pacific and was on loan to Task Force 
96 to assist in the training of destroyers in anti-submarine tactics when the Korean Conflict began. 
In 1963, Remora was re-assigned to Pearl Harbor, HI and entered the Naval Shipyard there for a 7-
month modernization overhaul, this time GUPPY III. Her hull was lengthened by 15 feet and an 
additional 5 feet added to her conning tower to accommodate ever increasing amounts of ESM 
equipment. 
In August, 1969, her home port was shifted to Charleston, SC and it was there, in ceremonies 
conducted on 29 October 1973, she was decommissioned; struck from the Naval Vessel Register 
(NVR) and transferred as a cash sale to the Hellenic Republic of Greece. 
Re-named by the Hellenic Navy to honor Captain Lambos Katsonis who, among other feats, was 
remembered for the destruction of an Ottoman Empire Fleet by employing "fire ships". Commissioned 
the same day, HS Katsonis (S-115) and served the Republic for almost another 20 years before 
decommissioning on 30 March 1993 for the last time. Final fate; Scrapped at Izmir, Aliaga, Turkey. 
Researched by CTRC Donald J. Wagner, USN (Ret.) for NavSource.

Specifications: Displacement, Surfaced: 1,570 t., Submerged: 2,414 t.; Length 311' 8"; Beam 27' 4"; 
Draft 15' 3"; Speed, Surfaced 20.25 kts, Submerged 8.75 kts; Cruising Range, 11,000 miles surfaced at 
10kts; Submerged Endurance, 48 hours at 2kts; Operating Depth, 400 ft; Complement 7 Officers 69 
Enlisted; Armament, ten 21" torpedo tubes, six forward, four aft, 24 torpedoes, one 5"/25 deck gun, two
20mm guns, two .30 cal. machine guns; Patrol Endurance 75 days; Propulsion, diesel-electric reduction
gear with four Fairbanks-Morse main generator engines, 5,400hp, Fuel Capacity, 113,510 gal., two 
Elliot Motor Co. main electric motors with 2,740hp, two 126-cell main storage batteries, two 
propellers. 












